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January 1948. At that time the vice-province counted only three 
houses. The first superior was Father Pierre Comtesse, who was 
to retain that office until the province of Berne was erected on 19th 
March 19 51, when he became the first provincial. 

BERRUTI Celestino Maria 

Was born in Cinaglio (Asti) on 24th August 1804. He took his vows 
as a Redemptorist at Scifelli on 6th January 1821 and was ordained 
priest at Narni on lOth May 1827. After his ordination he was en­
gaged in preaching missions until in 1855 he was elected Rector 
Major of the Congregation in the Kingdom of the Sicilies, a position 
he held until the reunion of the institute in 1869. Until his death 
he retained the title of Rector Major of the provinces of Naples and 
Sicily. He died in Resina on 18th May 1872. Father Berruti, devoted 
to St. Alphonsus, published in 1857 Lo spirito di S. Alfonso, a study 
which complements the biography of T annoia. 
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BERSET Joseph 

Was born in Orsonnens in the canton of Fribourg on 19th Novem­
ber 1794. Drawn to follow Father Passerat, to whom he remained 
attached all his life, he made his novitiate in Valsainte, taking his 
vows there on 18th May 1818. He was ordained priest in Fribourg 
.on 27th March 1819. Coming to Belgium in 1831, he was associated 
with the rapid development of that province. He was a vigorous mis­
sioner and a writer of books of popular devotion. He died in Liege 
on 24th April1868. 
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BERTHE Augustin 
Was born in Merville in the diocese of Lille on 15th August 1830. 
Ordained in Cambrai as a priest of that archdiocese on 7th October 
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1854, he was sent to teach in the seminary. Released by the arch­
bishop in order to become a Redemptorist, he took his vows in St. 
Trond on 8th September 1859. In 1860 he was transferred from 
the Belgian province to that of France and Switzerland, in which he 
was to give long service as a zealous missioner and superior. He was 
consultor to the Superior General, Father Matthias Raus, from 1894 
to 1907. Father Berthe was an assiduous writer, best known for his 
life of St. Alphonsus. He died in Rome on 22nd November.l907. 
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BICKESHEIM 
The pilgrimage church and residence of· Our Lady's Visitation in 
Bickesheim were acquired for the Redemptorists of the Upper Ger­
man province by Father Robert Kiefer. A native of Baden, he had 
joined the Alsatian province and after World War I had been repa­
triated to Germany. He negotiated with the Archbishop of Freiburg 
im Breisgau and was finally able to finalise the foundation on 17th 
February 19 20. 
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BIG COVE 
The parish of St. Anne in Big Cove, Canada, for the pastoral care 
of the Indians was accepted by the province of Ste-Anne-de-Beaupre. 
Care of the parish was assumed in 1969 and in 1977 Father George 
Coutlee was appointed superior. 

BIMA RABA 
See Vice-province of Weetebula. 

BIRMINGHAM 
The church and monastery in Birmingham under the patronage of 
St. Thomas Becket and St. Edmund of Canterbury were accepted 
by the English province. On 20th February 1922 a community occu­
pied Erdington Abbey, which had previously belonged to the Bene­
dictines. The first superior was Father John Charlton. 
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